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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
 

Undergraduate Research Fellowship Programme (URFP) 2025-26 
 
 

Faculty of Science 
 
A. Objective and Overview 

 
The URFP is a prestigious programme aimed to enhance students’ learning experience and to 

nurture the next generation of researchers/scholars.  It offers opportunities for academically 
outstanding students to undertake research under the guidance and supervision of academic 
staff who have a strong research track record and experience in training research postgraduate 
students.  Students enrolled in the URFP are required to undertake a research study.  
Research internship may form an essential part of such a research study, if determined by the 
supervisors concerned. 
  

B. Eligibility Criteria 
 

The following are eligible for participating in the URFP: 
 
(a) Students who are in the 90th percentile of top students in a study programme;  

or 
(b) Students who have a cumulative GPA of 3.50 and above. 

 
C. Year of Study 

 
Students generally enroll in the URFP in their final year of study (in 2025-26).  Flexibility 
is provided for cases with strong research interest and potential are identified earlier than the 
final year.  
 

D. URFP Components and Postgraduate Courses for attendance 
 

Title of study programme: 6901 Bachelor of Science   
                       6688 Bachelor of Science and Master of Research 
Credit-bearing components: 
 
Project course (12 credit) or directed studies course (6 credit) in the 3rd or 4th Year in 
2025-26: 

• BIOC3999 Directed studies in biochemistry*  
• BIOC4999 Biochemistry project* 
• BIOL3991 Directed studies in ecology & biodiversity 
• BIOL3992 Directed studies in food & nutritional science* 
• BIOL3993 Directed studies in Molecular biology & biotechnology* 
• BIOL3994 Directed studies in biological sciences* 
• BIOL4991 Ecology & biodiversity project 
• BIOL4992 Food & nutritional science project* 
• BIOL4993 Molecular biology & biotechnology project 
• BIOL4994 Biological sciences project 
• CHEM3999 Directed studies in chemistry 
• CHEM4999 Chemistry project  
• EASC3999 Directed studies in earth sciences* 
• EASC4999 Earth sciences project* 
• ENVS3999 Directed studies in environmental science*  
• ENVS4999 Environmental science project* 
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• MATH3999 Directed studies in mathematics 
• MATH4999 Mathematics project 
• PHYS3999 Directed studies in physics 
• PHYS4999 Physics project 
• STAT3799 Directed studies in statistics* 
• STAT4799 Statistics projects*  

 
* Course for 6901 Bachelor of Science students only 
 
Non credit-bearing components: 
 
Summer research internship in summer 2025: As determined by the supervisor, student can 
undertake a research project in the Faculty or in an overseas university/institution under the 
supervision of a faculty member for at least 8 weeks in summer. Its nature is similar to the 
Faculty’s existing Summer Research Fellowship/ Overseas Research Fellowship Scheme: 
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf 
 
Undergraduate Research Colloquium: participate in poster presentation and research 
colloquium to share the research findings with others 
 
Postgraduate courses and other seminars available for attendance:  
 
STAT7614 Advanced Statistical Modelling 
 

 
 

Title of study programme: 6729 BSc in Actuarial Science 

Credit-bearing components: 
 
Project course (6 credit) in the 3rd or 4th Year in 2025-26: 
 
STAT4798 Statistics and actuarial science project 

 
Non credit-bearing components: 
 
Summer research internship in summer 2025: As determined by the supervisor, student can 
undertake a research project in the Faculty or in an overseas university/institution under the 
supervision of a faculty member for at least 8 weeks in summer. Its nature is similar to the 
Faculty’s existing Summer Research Fellowship/ Overseas Research Fellowship Scheme: 
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf 
  
Undergraduate Research Colloquium: participate in poster presentation and research 
colloquium to share the research findings with others 
 
Postgraduate courses and other seminars available for attendance:  
 
STAT7614 Advanced Statistical Modelling 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf
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Title of study programme: 6224 BASc in Applied Artificial Intelligence 

Credit-bearing components: 
 
Project course (12 credit) or directed studies course (6 credit) in the 3rd or 4th Year in 
2025-26: 
 
APAI3799 Directed studies in Applied AI 
APAI4798 Applied AI project  
 
Non credit-bearing components: 
 
Summer research internship in summer 2025: As determined by the supervisor, student can 
undertake a research project in the Faculty or in an overseas university/institution under the 
supervision of a faculty member for at least 8 weeks in summer. Its nature is similar to the 
Faculty’s existing Summer Research Fellowship/ Overseas Research Fellowship Scheme: 
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf 
 
Undergraduate Research Colloquium: participate in poster presentation and research 
colloquium to share the research findings with others 
 
Postgraduate courses and other seminars available for attendance:  
 
STAT7614 Advanced Statistical Modelling 
 

 
E. Deliverable(s) 

 
All students enrolled in the URFP will be required to produce a research deliverable, e.g. 
dissertation, research paper, etc., with acknowledgement of funding, for assessment.   
 
Students are required to fulfill the assessment of the course by submitting a report/thesis and 
giving an oral presentation/seminar.  
 
Also, students are required to participate in the Undergraduate Research Colloquium by 
conducting a poster presentation and a research colloquium organised by the Faculty. 
 

F. Supervisory Arrangements 
 

Applicants have to approach prospective supervisors, who are at the rank of assistant 
professor or above, for research opportunities and recommendations. 
 

G. Responsibilities of Supervisors  
 
A supervisor’s responsibilities include helping the student to define the topic of his/her 
research study; determining whether research internship is to be required for the student’s 

research study and making arrangements for the student to undertake such an internship if 
required; setting work targets for any internship to be undertaken by the student; arranging 
regular meetings with the student at which all matters relating to the student’s research study 
can be discussed with the supervisor; and monitoring the student’s progress through to 
completion of his/her research study. 
 

H. Recognition 
 
The fellowship will be recorded in the transcripts of students who have successfully 

https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/srf-orf
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completed the URFP.  Awards will be established to recognise outstanding performance.   
 

I. University Research Internship Awards 
 
Research internship awards under the URFP 2025-26 will be funded by the Leung Kau Kui 
Research and Teaching Endowment Fund with co-funding from Faculties as well as the 
Joseph Chow Education Fund.  They are generally expected to take place during 
inter-semester breaks, and if there are alternative arrangements, sound justification should be 
provided.   
 
Normal times 
For overseas research internships, the value of an award is up to HK$40,000 for a period of 
not less than 8 weeks on a full-time basis to cover economy return airfare and part of overseas 
accommodation and living costs.  For research internships in Hong Kong or the Mainland, 
the value of an award is HK$15,000 for the same period as stated above.   
 

COVID times 
When the COVID-19 outbreak pertains and imposes restrictions on international travel, the 
internships are generally expected to take place either in Hong Kong or through remote 
supervision from overseas host supervisors.  Overseas internship awardees are required to 
seek alternative arrangements in order to meet the said requirements.  The value of each 
research internship award will be capped at a maximum of HK$10,000. 
 

(In planning research internship in a Mainland or an overseas university, supervisors and 
students are advised to take into account the following: international status of the placement 
university; the availability of suitable academic staff to supervise the student’s research 
internship and research facilities in the placement university; availability of accommodation 
for the student, and visa requirements for internships of different countries.  Please seek the 
Academic Liaison Office’s advice on visa requirements, if needed.)   
 

J. Application Procedures and Timetable 
 
Completed application form for URFP countersigned by the prospective supervisor and 
course coordinator of the project/ directed studies course has to be submitted to Miss Lena 
Wong of the Faculty Office via email at sci.ug.el@hku.hk. 

 
Applicants who would like to undertake research internship in summer 2025 in addition to 
enrolling in project/ directed studies course should also complete Part A to D of the 
University Research Internship Awards application form and submit it together with a 
recommendation letter from the internship supervisor, a research proposal of not more 
than 500 words on one A4 size paper and a plagiarism check report on your University 
Research Internship Awards application form with the research proposal. 
 
Application forms are downloadable at 
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/undergraduate-research-fellowship-program
me-urfp. Deadline of application is February 28, 2025 (Friday). 

 
K. Selection of Participants 

 
Students will be selected based on the eligibility criteria. An interview might also be 
conducted. 
 

L. Notification of Selection Results 
 

Selection results will be announced by the Working Group on URFP through the Faculty. 
 

mailto:sci.ug.el@hku.hk
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/undergraduate-research-fellowship-programme-urfp
https://www.scifac.hku.hk/current/ug/el/research/undergraduate-research-fellowship-programme-urfp
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M. Contact Person(s) 
 
Please contact the following if you have any enquiries about the URFP: 
Name: Miss Betty Fung 
Tel. no.: 3917 2683 
Email: bkyfung@hku.hk 


